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Kévtpo MoAitiopol16pupa Zralpos Nidpxos
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center

AvabeixBnke o€ TONGONHO XAPN TNV EVIUNWOLAKA TOU YN NpLv aké-
Hn avoi€el 1g NUAEG Tou. And Thv NPWIN Oty Kat Péoa o€ eAGXLoTo
xpovo Katagepe va eEeAXBel o NpWING NpotepaldtnTag NPoopLopd
yla Toug Katoikoug tng ABAvag, aMd Kal Toug enokénteg ng. Ta tpia
eKatoppUpLa avBpwnwy nou enoképBnkav 1o KMIZN péoa oto 2017
aM\d kat oL neploadtepeg and 3.500 ekGnAwaELG Mou SlopyavdBnkav,
elval apketd yla emonpdvouy th BEon nou €xel KAtaktnoel hon To
Kévtpo MoAmopou 16pupa Zravpog Nidpxog (KMIZN) oy kaBnpept-
votnta Twv EMAvwy. Kt autd éxt pévo eneldh anotelet tnv €6pa 600
61eBvoUG eUBEAELAG MOATLOTIKAV Kat EKNAOEUTIKWV NOAwV —ng EBvi-
KNG AUPIKAG ZKNVAG Kat TG EBvikAg BiBAoBAKNG TG EMGGog— aMd
KLenewn Aettoupyei wg évag NeptBaMoVIKG BLiotog tornog eviog 1ou

The impressiveness of the Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Cultural Center (SNFCC) established it as a landmark before it
even opened its gates to the public; from the first day and almost
overnight it became a top destination for Athenians, but also
tourists. The three million people that visited SNFCC in 2017
along with the organization of more than 3500 free of charge
events, suffice to point out the position the SNFCC has earned
in the daily life of Greeks. And this, not only because it houses
two focal cultural and educational institutions of international
prestige as the Greek National Opera and the National Library of
Greece, but because it is an environmentally sound area within
the urban landscape.
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aotkoU 1oToU.

To BAéppa, apxikd, napacupetal and o EVIUMNWOLAKS KTPLo Nou oxe-
iaoe 10 apxttektoviké ypapeio Renzo Piano Building Workshop, pe
1oV Odpo va eondlel 1o UYPNAGTEPO ONIEID TOU KTPLOKOU GUYKPOTA-
patog: pla tetpdywvn yudhivn aiBouca dlaotdogwy 30 x 30 p. pe Béa
360° npog t BAacoa kat v NOAN, KAtw and éva evepyelako otéya-
0TPO £KTaONG EVOG EKTapiou.

Znv kapbdid Tou Kupiou n EBvIKA AUpIKA ZKnvh €xel ateydoeL TN pe-
yG&An otopia tng og 28.000 t.u. H AiBouca Xtalpog Nidpxog, Suvapiké-
ntag 1400 Béoewv —pia and T oNHavTKOtePES, HleBvidg, OUYXPOVES
aiBouoeg AUPLKWVY NAPACTACEWV HIE T0 KOKKIVO BeAoUS0 Kal T pvipa-
NOTIKA aeBntkn va KuplapxoUv— Kat n EvaAakTikn Zknvh twv 421
B€ogwv nou propouv va e§agaviotolv P To NAtnpa evog Koupniou,
eival ot 600 Baakol xwpot nou puogevolv v noAuoxidn g Spa-
otnpLOTNTA, WG KAMITEXVIKOU aMd Kal eknabeutikol opyaviopou:
Onepa, pnaAéto, nelpapatikd projects, Nabikég Napactdoel, eknat-
Heutikd npoypdppata, NPogtoacia g ENGUEVNG YEVIAG XOPEUTWV
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Kal KoWw@eAeig dpdoelg.

210 KMIZN Spwg €xel anoktnoet In véa tng otéyn Kat n EBvikh BiBA-
08nkn ¢ EMAbog, pe totopia 6Uo ativwy nepinou Kat neplooétepa
ané 1 ekatoppUpto BuBAia, nepodikd Kat éva NAABog ondviwy Xewpd-
ypagwv Kwdikwv and tov 90 wg tov 190 alwva. BepatopUAakag tng
EMNVIKAG YpappaTeiag Kal ouvBETIKAG KPIKog Tou napeNBéviog, Tou
napéviog Kat Tou JENOVIOG, HE TNV OAOKANPWON TNG EYKATAOTAONG
NG 010 VEo Kriptlo twv 23.000 t.u. n EBE Ba Aettoupynoet 6xt pévo wg
€BVIKN epeuvnTIKA, aMdA Kal w¢ pia eEwotpepng, avoxtn dnudota
BBABAKN. Kat prnopel o guBAnpatikdg Mupyog BiBAiwy, yepdrog
TOHOUG, MOU SNAWVEL TNV TAUTETNTA TOU XWPOU va Kuplapxel, n EBE
wotdoo ekteivetal oe pia Baowkd enineda, 6rou Népav twv avayvw-
otnpiwv Bpioketal Kat 1o Bnoaupo@uAdKLo, ato oroio Ba puAdooovtat
ondvieg ekdAoeLg Kal Xelpdypapa oe 8IKEG CUVBNKEG Uypaaiag Kat
Beppokpaciag.

‘Eva ané ta nwo «{wvtavd» kat Snpogin onpeia tou KMNIZN eivat 1o

210 oteppdtwv Mdapko Xratpog Nidpxog pe ta neploodtepa and 1.400

The Stavros Niarchos
Foundation Cultural Center:
one year of operation

Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center

The gaze is drawn first to the imposing building designed by
architectural firm Renzo Piano Building Workshop, with the
Lighthouse dominating at the summit of the complex: a glass-
walled square observatory of dimensions 30 x 30m with a 360°
view of sea and city, covered by the solar Canopy of 900m2.

In the heart of the building the Greek National Opera has housed
its long history in its 28,000m? premises: the Stavros Niarchos
Hall with a capacity of 1,400 seats, constituting one of the most
important opera halls internationally in which red velvet and
minimalistic style dominates and the modular Alternative
Stage of 421 seats that disappear on the press of a button
(black box theatre). These are the two venues that house the
opera’'s multidimensional activity as an artistic and educational
organisation: opera, ballet and experimental performances;
children'’s plays, educational programmes, a dance school and
charitable events.

Moreover, SNFCC has offered a new roof to the National Library

of Greece whose history spans over two centuries and has more
than one million holdings: books, journals, and a treasury of
rare manuscript codices from the 9th to the 19th century. This
safeguard of Greek letters and connective link of past, present
and future shall complete its relocation to the new 23,000m?
premises and operate as a research facility but also as an
extrovert public library open to everyone. And the symbolic
Book Castle may dominate the building indicating its character
however the Library expands on three levels. Apart from the
reading rooms there is also a vault where the collection of rare
editions and manuscripts shall be kept under special humidity
and temperature conditions.

One of the most lively and popular spots of the SNFCC is its
210,000m2 Stavros Niarchos Park with more than 1,400 trees
and 300,000 shrubs —all endemic of the Mediterranean. It
functions as a laboratory of environmental sustainability and at
the same time as an area for exercise, recreation and culture.
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6évipa kat Toug 300.000 Bapvoug —OAa evinpika Thg Meooyeiou— nou
Aertoupyel wg epyactnplo NepBaMovVIIKAG Blwoldtntag Kat tau-
T0Xpova WG XWPog ABAnoNG, Yuxaywyiag kat noAwopou. To ndpko
anoteAel oUoLaOTIKG PLa VEa NPoagyylon Tou unaiBplou actikoy térovu,
KaBWG NPOOKAAE( 10 KOO va EEEPEUVATEL TIG YWVLEG TOU: VA SOKIUAOEL
TG IKAVOTNTEG TOU OTNV KNMOUPLKA 0Tov AaxXavoKno, va NeLpapaTioTel
otov Mouaiké Knno, va aBAnBei otov ZtiBo kat ato KavaA (uhkoug 400
M., He Bahaoowé vepd), To onoio anotelel éva and ta Mo onUavika
otowxeia Tou oxedlaopoU Tou XWpou, va anoAaUoel CUVAUNEG OTo =€-
Qwro, va Xahapwaet atov AaBUptvBo, va nai€el otig NadIkéG Xapég.

Tov @eBpoudpto tou 2017, ge TNV 0AOKANPWON TNG KATAOKEUNG
Tou, 10 16pupa Xradpog Nidpxog napédwae 10 KMIEN otnv EAAN-
VIKn [MoAuteia. Me agoppn th cupnAnpwon algiwg eveg xpévou
Aettoupyiag {nthoape and tov AteuBuvovta XUpBoulo tou KIIEN,
Niko MavwAdénouAo, évav npwTo anoAoylopo.

0 nprtog otéxog nou eixape ya 1o 2017 Atav n oaAA Asttoupyia Twv
Kupiwv, Twv UNoSopwyY Kal Twv oUSTNUATwY, Wote n EBViKA Aupikh
Zknvh kat n EBvikn BiBABAKN thg EMGSog va pnopéoouv va aglo-

nothoouv anpdéokonTa TiG TepdoTieg SuvatdtnTeS NMoU TOUG MPOCPEPEL
10 £€py0, (OTE va NOAANAQoIGoouV Ty NPosPopd TOUG GTO KOWVO Kat
6laitepa otoug véoug. MNaipvovtag undyn g SuokoAieg nou ndvia na-
pPoualdlel n €oIKeiwaon pe vE MPONYUEVA GUCTAHATA KL TEXVONOYIEG,
n eykatdotacn g EAX oto KMNIZN oAokAnpBnke pe anéAutn entu-
x{a. Zovtopa Ba oAokAnpwBEel kat n eykatdotaon ng EBE. O deltepog
0t6X0G MATav N NPooPopd €vog NAoUalou NOAUHOPPOU MOATLOTIKOU,
eknadeutikoU, aBANTIKOU Kal YuxaywylkoU npoypapuatog, pe o
altepn pépuuva yia Toug vEoug, avolxtol Kat Xwpig xpéwan xdpn otn
dwped tou I6pUpatog Xratpog Nidpxog. Kat npdypattito 2017 npaypa-
tonotBnkav and 1o KMNIZN katto IZN ndvew ané 3.500 ekdnAwoeLg Kat
dpdoelg, pe Wiaitepn éugpaon ota nawdid, 1oug vEoug aAAG Kat Toug vy
TwV 65 €1v. OL kENAWOELG Kal SpdoeLg autég oxedlaobnkav e yvw-
on, Pe éUpacn atnv uYPnAn NotdTNTA Kal TNV KOWVWVIKA TOUG arnhxnon.
Tautéxpova, 566nKe BLaitepn NPOToxhn oTN CwWOoTh EVNUEPWON Kal T
0€Baopd Tou KowvoU, Tnv 600 To Suvatdv peyaAUtepn SleukdAuvon Tou,
NV UNodoxn Tou o€ £€va MONTIOPEVO, (PPOVIIOHEVO Kal AOPAAEG MepL-
BANov, Th gupETOXN Tou o€ 600 To Suvatdv NepLoadTepeg SPATELS.
H enokeyémta tou KMNIZN enépaoe katd noAl aképn Kat Tig mo

Kévipo MoAitiopol 16pupa Ztalpos Nidpxos — eowtepikh dnoyn tns EBvikns BIBAIoBAKNs
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center - interior view of the National Library of Greece

The park is in essence realizing a new approach of urban open
spaces since it invites the public to explore its corners: to try-out
their gardening skills at the Vegetable Garden, experiment in the
Sound Garden, exercise at the Running Track and the sea-water
Canal (of a length of 400m, one of the most important elements
of the overall design), enjoy concerts at the Great Lawn, relax at
the Labyrinth and play at the playgrounds.

In February 2017, after the completion of its construction, the
Stavros Niarchos Foundation bequeathed the SNFCC to the
Greek state. Given the opportunity of the one year anniversary
of its operation we asked its Managing Director, Nikos
Manolopoulos for a first assessment.

Our first objective for 2017 was to ensure that buildings,
infrastructure and systems operate smoothly so that the Greek
National Opera (GNO) and the National Library of Greece
(NLG) could benefit fully from the enormous potential provided
by the project so as to multiply their contribution to the public
and especially to the young people. All difficulties considered,

The Stavros Niarchos
Foundation Cultural Center:
one year of operation

those that usually come up during a period of familiarization
to cutting edge systems and technologies, the relocation of the
GNO at the SNFCC was completed with absolute success. Soon,
the relocation of the NLG will also be over. The second objective
was to provide a rich and varied cultural, educational, sports and
entertainment programme, especially designed for the young,
accessible to everyone, and free of charge thanks to a grant of
the Stavros Niarchos Foundation. Indeed, in 2017, more than
3,500 events and activities took place with special emphasis
to children, young people and those aged 65 and over. These
events and activities were expertly designed focusing on high
quality and social impact. At the same time, special attention was
paid to keeping the public up to date, respecting it and providing
as much as convenience possible, welcoming it to a civilized,
well-kept and safe venue, and encouraging participation in as
many activities as possible. The visitor numbers of the SNFCC
exceeded even the most optimistic expectations. More than
three million people visited it in 2017. We owe this success and
are very grateful to the Stavros Niarchos Foundation, its Board

Kévtpo MoAruopol 16pupa Ztadpos Nidpxos - AaBupivBos
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center — The Labyrinth
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Kévtpo MoArtiopol 16pupa Zralpos Nidpxos — KavaAi
Stavros Niarchos Foundation
Cultural Center - The Canal

alo860&eg npoBAEyeLG. Mavw and 3 ekat. AvBpwnol NoKEPBnKav 10
Kévtpo 10 2017. Na v enttuxia auth, xpwotdpe BaBld euyvwpoolvn
o010 IZN, 1o Atoikntiké Tou ZupBoUAw Kal, Btaitepa, otov Mpdedpd Tou
Avbpéa Apakomnoulo yia tn HeydAn npoopopd tou atnv EMnvikn Mo-
Auteia kat n ouvexn tou othpt§n npog 1o KIMIEN.

‘Exovtag nAéov v epnelpia autol Tou NPwTou Xpdvou NANPOUG AeL-
Toupyiag, elpacte og B€on va BeAtdooupe nepattépw v epnelpia
TWV EMNOKEMTWV o€ 6Aa 1a 0T1adLa: and Tov Npoypappatiopd g eni-
okeyng péxpl v deigh toug oto KIMIEN kat tnv neptynoh toug edw,
elte €xouv €pBel yla pia ouykekpévn ekdhAwon f yia €vav nepinato
oto lNdpko Xtavpog Nidpxog. Eniong, eivat noAU onpaviké ya egag
autol nou pag enokéPBnkav Ndn va pag enokepBolv §avd, va Ka-
TaotoUpe €vag otaBepdg Kat enavaAapBavopevog npooplopdg. Asv
enavanaudpaocte o autd nou netdxaye 1o 2017.'Hén npostodloupe
noM\d véa npdypata nou Ba pavolv péoa otoug ENGPEVOUG HAVEG, Ka-
BWg pe TV eykatdotaon Kat Aetoupyia Kat Twv TpLiv popéwy Ba pno-
pé€ooupe va EeBINAWOoUE T0 NANPEG PAoHa Twv SuvatoTATwY Hag.
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Kévtpo MoAitiopol16pupa Zralpos Nidpxos — e§wtepikn dnoyn
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center - exterior view

Opapd pag eivat éva dnpdoto KIIEN énou o kaBévag €xel eAelBepn
npéoBaon kat SlanAaoTkn CUPPETOXN 0" éva NANBOG EKSNAWOEWV Kal
Hpaoewv, NONTOTIKWYV, EKNABEUTIKWY, GBANTIKWYV, PUXAYWYIKWVY Kat
neptBaMovtikav. Endiwgh pag eival va unnpetooupe pe ouvénela
auté 1o dpapa, 1o onoio e§aAou anotéAeae Kat apetnpia tou 16pUpa-
10G Xtaupog Nidpxog (IZN), al\d kat tou apxitéktova tou KIMIZN, tou
Pévtoo Miévo: n dnploupyia evdg dnudotlou xwpou avolxtol og 6Ao
Tov Kéapo. X10 nAaiotlo autd NpéBeon pag ivat n aglonoinon kat avd-
ntugn tou NOAoTIkoU, EMOTNHOVIKOU Kal eKNadeuTikoU SuvapikoU
NG xWpag pag. Kaun péylotn nAsloyngia twv ekGNAWOEmV pag Tou
2017 otnpixBnke og EMnveg ouvteAeotég. And Ty GMAN mAeupd, évag
ané toug KUpLoug TPénoug yla v avantugn auth eivat n cuvepyacia
He Buakekpipévoug EEvoug PopeiG, KAATEXVEG, ENOTAHOVEG K.AM. OTn
Slapkn avaghtnon véwv 16wy, aAd Kat otn odpnpagn petagl tou
KMIZN, ¢ EBE kat ing EAL, 6nou npooBAénoupe og ouvépyeleg Mou
Ba anobei§ouv 6t 1o dAov gival peyaAltepo and 1o GBpolopa Twv pe-
pav. Mévov £toL Ba netUxoupe Tov aTdX0 nou and v apxh BEoape yia
v kataypagn g EAZ, tng EBE kat tou KIMIZN wg peddvwv kévipwv
OTOV EUPWNAIKG Kal NAYKOOHLO MOATLOTIKS XApTN.
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Kévtpo MoAitiopol16pupa Zralpos Nidpxos — KavaAi
Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center - The Canal

and its Chairman, Andreas Dracopoulos in particular, for this
great gift to the Greek state and for the ongoing support offered
to the SNFCC.

Having now the experience of this first year of operation we can
predict and improve the visitors' experience in all stages: from
programming until their arrival at SNFCC and touring it, either
they came for a specific event or just for a walk in the park. More
than this, we deem important those that visited once to return
and to become a destination steadily revisited. We shall not rest
on the laurels of our successes of 2017. We're already preparing
many things to be announced in the following months since all
three institutions shall be fully operable. Then we will be able to
unfold the whole spectrum of our capabilities.

Our vision is a public venue with free access where everyone
can participate interactively in many events and activities either
cultural, educational, sports, recreational, and environmental.
Our aim is to serve this vision with consistency which of course

was the initial starting point of the Stavros Niarchos Foundation,
but also of architect Renzo Piano: to create a freely accessible
public space. In this context, our intention is to utilize and
develop the cultural, scientific and educational potential of our
country. The majority of our events in 2017 involved Greek
contributors. On the other hand, one of the key ways to foster
development is working with acclaimed institutions, artists
and scientists from abroad, to constantly search for new ideas
but also to unfold the joint activities of the SNFCC, the NLG and
the GNO. These synergies shall prove that the whole is more
significant than the parts that constitute it. It's the only way
to achieve the objective we set from the beginning, that is, to
establish the aforementioned institutions as major hubs in the
European and global cultural map.
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