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0 Avdpéac Apaxodmourog «IIpéowmo tng Xpovidgy

emAoyn tou Gvdpa 1 s

yuvaikas mou 6a arote-

Aéoel 10 «[IpdomTio NS
Xpovids» TIou TEpaoce, ev amo-
teAel kat avdykn pia téoo ev-
KoAn unéBeon, Onws pmopel va
aivetai.

Aagpopetikoi avBpwror dia-
Kpivovtal katd tn S1dpKela Tou
XpOVOU TIOU KAgivel, pe 81agpo-
PETIKOUS TPATIOUS, TIOU UTtepPai-
vouv Ts 81akpioels AWV TV AA-
AwvV o€ éva ouyKkekpipévo medio
S8pdoews, alhd 6x1 idvta oe To-

Hefs TTou o1 TieP1006TEPOL GVOp®-
IOl TAUTI(OUV HE TNV ATIOVOUIN
Hias Tétoias uPnAns Tipns.

T'a mapaderypa, évas tpopo-
KpAtns mou Sohopovei Tous Te-
p1006TEPOUS avOp@OTIOUs 1 aKG-
Ha évas Sieubuvtis pas xpnpa-
TIOTNPIaKNS €Tdlpeias mou Kep-
81¢e1 Ta mep1oodTEPA S10€KATO-
HUp1a SoAdpia, pmopel pev va
efvail o1 «<kaAutepor» oTnv KATN-
yopia tous o€ éva OUYKERPIIEVO
S1dotmpa 8ddeka pnvaov, aki-
Zouv OLL®S TS ATTOVOLNS TOU TiT-

Aou tou «IIpoo®mou tns Xpo-
V14s»;

Ma, aképa ka1 peta&l exei-
VoV TIou efvar a&lot pias tétoias
Tipns, n andé@aon s €MAOYNS
Tou €vos évavti Kdmoiou dhhou
Hepikés @opés Sev eival mavta
€UKOAN.

AN 6x1 @€Tos. DETOS N aTIo-
(paon s emAoyns tou «[1poow-
Tou tns Xpovids» eival eGKOAN.

IV apePIKAvIKi oknvi To
TIPOOWTIO TIOU TIEPLOOOTEPO ATIO
oro108nTote Ao Tautidetal pe

1o 2016 eivail guoikd tou Nto-
vaAvt Tpaprr.

Tou emixelpnpatia mou TOTE
8ev unmp&e umoPngios N Katei-
xe dnpdoia B€on kai mou mapd
TOUS AoUViBI0TOUS HEXPL TOPA
TpOTIOUS yla UToYn@io - Kai
EKAEYHEVO - TIPOESPO TS XDPAS
Kai evavtia o€ OAes Tis TIPOPAE-
Pets mepi Tou avtiBétou, KEPSI-
oe. Kai mou, emmiéov, Sivel nén
v eviineon ot n mpoedpia
Tou Ba efval drpws evdiapépou-
o0a, av X1 Kai eMavacTaTiki.

Epeis efpacte EAAnvoayepi-
Kavot.

Qs Apepikavoi, Aoimov, Oa
agnooupe TV €MAOYN TOU
Tpaun ws «[Ipoo@rou tns Xpo-
vids» oe Méoa Evnpépwons
OTws To TEP1081KO «TIME».

Qs EAAnves, O{ws, QVTIHET®-
midoupe Ta TMpdypata amod pia
d)\An omtikn yovia.

WnAa@®vtas Tov eAAnvikd
kA0}0, auTé TIoU Kavels aviikpi-
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To KIIIXN
K1 Td
peArovrikd
T0U 0X€01a

Yuvévieuén tou
A. Apaxdmouiou

Tou Pe08®pou Kaipoukou

BOZXZTQNH. Ztis 23 ®eBpouapi-
ou 2017, 1o I8pupa «Ztatpos
Nidpxos» 6a mapadwoel otnv
eMnvikn ToAteia to Kévtpo
IToAtiopot ISpupa Ztadpos
Nidpxos a&ias 600 ekatoppu-
plov eupa (624 exatoppupiov
8orapiav).

IToAof €xouv el TIws To Kév-
tpo IToMtiopoy Ipupa Zratpos
Nidpxos efval To omoudaidtepo
€pyo TIOU €x€l Kataokeuaotel
otnv eAANVIKA TipwTevouoa amnd
autov tov i81ov tov [apBeviva
Kdl ONHEIOVOUV OTI KATAOKEUA-
otnke otn 81dpkela pias amnd Tis
XelpdTeEPES OIKOVOLIKES Kpioels
TIou éxel TANEEL TIOTE TN XWpa.

H kapdid, n Yuxn kat o vous
mow amé autd to €pyo eivai o
p6edpos Tou I8pupartos Xtauv-
pos N1dpxos k. Avépéas Apaxd-
TIOUAOS.

H mpoomndBeid pas, oe pia
armoxAe10Tiki ouvévteuén Tou
mapaxwpnoe otov «EOvikd Kn-
puka» Ntav va roitdfoupe oe
Hepird amd ta yeyovota Tou ou-
véBnoav oto Tapacknvio, kKa-
Oks Kai Tis OKEYPELS KAl TA OXE-
814 tou y1a to péirov. H ouvév-
Teuén €xel ws e&Ns:

«EOVikOs Knpué»: H kovn
yvoun avayvepicel v i8puon
tou Kévtpou IToMtiopoy I8pupa
Ytaupos Nidpxos ws éva amnod ta
Kopu@aia €pya mou €yvav moteé
otnv eMANVIKNA Tipwtevouod. To-
pa mou teieinoe kai mou oe 8U0
mepimou pnves Ba to Mapadw-
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«[TOAep0G»
Opmdpa -
[TouTv

OYAZITKTON. Maivetar n 81-
miopatikn évtaon HIIA - Pw-
ofas, kabws o pdedpos Mrmapdk
Oumndpa avaxkotvwoe TiS Kup®-
oels Tou Ba empdAiel katd s
Pwoias yia s kuBepvoemOéoets
mou &¢xOnkav ot HITA tnv me-
pio80 TV EOVIKGOV EKAOYROV, EVE
apyotepa n KuBépvnon Tou
Biavuipip ITodtv mapdro tmou
apxikd Siateivoviav mws Oa
TpoPel oe avtimnoiva, TeAka ere-
Ae€e va peivel dmpayn ev opel
s avainyns tns AUeEPIKAVIKAS
mpoedpias amd tov NTdvaivt
Tpapr.

O k. Oundpa amokdiuye tmv
[Téumn Mws s avtinoiva oTis
mpootdBeies tns Pwoias va enn-
pedoEl TO ATTOTEAEONA TRV EKAO-
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MNap. 30 AekepPBpiou 2016
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$ Kavadd $0.75

NEA YOPKH: Aifpiog 31-42
AYPIO: AiBpiog 40-50
AOHNA: 34-43
NEYKQZIA: 37-55
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1-888-547-9527
1-718-784-5255

FENIKEX MAHPO®OPIEX
info@ekirikas.com

01609

Mnvupa tou mpogdpou tng NA otnv Opoyevera

EONIKOX KHPYZ/KQXTAY MMNEH

Awpa I6pupatog «E.K.» Kat @IA®V o€ OIKOYEVELL TIOU PAXETAL PE TOV KAPKIVO

O «EOvikOs Knipukas» tnv Tetdptn emokE@ONKe TV o1KOyEvela
Xat¢naviwviou oto Iot Padeppopvt tns Néas Iepoéns (TTAn-
po@opies otn oeAida 8). A6 apiotepd, n Mapia n omoia pda-

XETA1 HE TOV KAPKivo Tou eyke@alou, n Xpiotiva, o Mavoins
Xat¢navimviou mou MAcXel and Kapkivo oto maykpeas kai o
8npootloypdgos Anuntpns Todkas.

Mag KaAet
otnv avayévvnon
¢ EAAadac

Tou avtamokpiti pas
Apn ITana8omouiou

AOHNA. (Tpageio EBvikou Kn-
puka). O pdedpos s Néas An-
Hoxpartias, Kupidkos Mntootd-
Kns, empPefai®vovtas yia ToA-
Moot popd ta Beppd tou aiodbn-
Hata yia Tous opoyevels, ameu-
Buvetar otis EAAnviSes kat EA-
Anves s Alaoropds péoa amod
tov «EOvikd Kiipuka» Tipokeipé-
vou va otefAel T1S €Ux€s TOU yia
10 Néo Etos. Na tous epmnvelioel
He aiolodoéia, va emavardpet
NV UTIGOXEON TOU Va TOUS SO0EL
10 Sikainpa tns Prigou kai va
Tous Kaiéoel amnd Kovou va ep-
yaotouv gote 1o 2017 va yivel
€tos eAmidas yia v EAAGSa kat
tous EAAnves. Thati, otiws Tovi-
Cel, «omv avayévvnon s EA-
AG8as, mpéTel va evoooupe 8u-
vdpets. Kavels 8ev mepiooevet».

To axkpiPés privupa tou k. Ku-
pidkou Mntootdkn, €Xel ®S
eéns:

EAAnvi8es, EAAnves tns Aia-
otopds,

Me v eukaipia tou Néou
Etous, oas aneubuve tis Oepud-
TEPES EUXES HOU yla uyela, €u-
Tuxia, aydmnn kai mpoxkomn, padl
He  SaBeBaiwon du TPocw-
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Aoro@ovnOnke o TpEopng

Ymomrtn n Bpagihidva 60¢uyos kat o @irog tng

PIO NTE TZANEIPO. Yrnontn
yia w 8oiogovia tou EAAnva
npéofn otn Bpadiria, Kupidrou
Apo1pidn, Bewpouv o1 appodies
Apxés tns x@pas v ouluyo
tou, ®pavooudl Apoipidn, Atyes
Opes a@OTOU TO TTIOHA TOU
59xpovou Simiwpdtn eixe Bpe-
Oei anavOpakwpévo péoa ot éva
Kapévo autokivnto, to oroio &i-
XE VOIKIAo€1 0 i810s, otnv Tep1o-
xfi NéBa Iykouatoou tou Pio vte
Tdavéipo.

Xwpis n Aotuvopia tou Pio
va éxel kavel emionyes avaxkoi-
vwoels, Ppadihidvikes e@nuepi-
8es pirovoav yia €ykAnpa md-
Bous, e TS Apx€s va @épovtal
va avakpivouv kat tov gepope-
VO ®S €paoti s oudUyou Tou
mpéoPn, ovopat Sergio Gomes
Moreira Filho, aAhd ka1 8Uo ai-
Aa datopa, mou Bewpolivial ou-
vepyol tous.

Mn S1a0taupwpéves TTANPo-

@opies avépepav 01 0 Pepiyie-
vos s epaotis tns Ppavooudl
Apo1pidn eixe opoAoynoet o €y-
KANpA 0TOUS AOTUVOUIKOUS TIOU
TOV avéxkpivav.

A&iwpatouxol tou Tunpatos
AVOPWTTOKTOVIQV TIOU €XOUV
avahdBel vy €peuva evidmoav
knAides afpatos oe xavamé oto
oTtiTt Tou o SimwpdTns Bpédnke
e Tnv yuvaika tou, oTny meplo-
xn Iykoudtoou. O Apoipidns
«8ohoovnOnke OTO OTITI TIPIV
HetagepBei pe 1o autokivnto
mou efxe voikidoel v 21n Ae-
KepPpiou», ypdgouv ta BpaliMd-
vika Méoa.

To 6xnpa BpéOnke Kapévo
kat pia copds péoa oe autd. Ai-
Yes @pes apydtepda, n TOTIKN
Aotuvoypia empepainoe otov -
Aeomtikd otabpd «Globo TV,
OT1 TO TTOHA avinkel otov EAAn-
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ASOTIEITENT MPEX
Y& autd 1o Kapévo autokivnto BpéOdnke amavOpakwpévo éva
TMTAOHA, TO oTI0i0 Alyes Wpes apydtepa n Actuvopia tou Pio vie
TZavéipo emPepainoe 6T1 aviikel otov EAAnva SimAopdn.

B 1

MQPrOY KAPAXAAHZ/AYOZIEITENT MPEX

Kowvég dpdoeig EXAddag-Kumpou yia to Kumprako

H ouvdavinon tou npwOurnoupyol AréEn Toimnpa pe tov mpdedpo tns Kunpou Niko Avaotaoiddén
v [Mapaockeun S1MpKeoe Tpels MEPITOU DPES, KAl CUPPOVNEav va avardfouv koives §pdoeis
o€ eUPWMAIKO Kai 81e0vés eminedo yia va mpowbnoouv amo@doceis yia to Kurpiako (oerida 13).

Oployevng
k€pdioe $1
exart. o€ {uoto

BOXZTQNH. O opoyevis K. An-
uitplos Xat¢nowtnpiou amd tn
Néa Yopkn képdioe oe EuoTo Aa-
xefo Twv 10 Sorapiwv To OGO
TOU €vOs ekatoppupiou doia-
piov, olpgwva pe avakotvwon
tou New York Lottery O k. Xa-
t¢nowtnpiou amno to Lake Grove
efval 181okttns mrtoapias kat
ayopace 1o TUXEPO haxelo v
npépa twv yeveOAlwv Tou.

[TpoomdBeies tou «EOBVIKOU
Knpuka» va emKOIVOVNOEL HE
Tov K. Xat¢nowtnpiou anéfnoav
drapries péXpl T OTIYUN TIOU
oAOKANPOBONKE n évtunn €kSoon
Has.

O Ttuxepds k. Xat¢nowtnpiou
ftav ka®’ o846v 1pos tnv tpdre-
da yia va mhnp@oel KAroious Ao-
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Opoyeveic dev EExaoav
TOUG aoTEYOUS Tng ABnvag

Tou avtamoxkpiti pas
Apn ITanadomouiou

A®HNA. (Ipagpeio E6vikou Kn-
puka). O Zuiioyos AOnvainv
Héoa amd to «Kovwviko tou Ia-
pdptnpa» Kai To OHOYEVEIAKO
I8pupa Hellenic Relief 814 tou
TMapapTApatos tou «EAANVIKN
EBg)ovuiki Zupmnapdotaon» Kat
pHaxkpld amd tupmavokpouoies,
O€ (PA TIOU O1 TIAVTES KOIHOUV-
tat peta&u 3 kai 5:30 ta mpwivd
s I[léumtns kat tns Ilapa-
oKeuns, Bynkav otous 8popous
Kai mpoomnddnoav va kdvouv pia
18¢a 1o avextn Ty maywovid yia
8exddes aotéyous.

Hrtav pia mpooektikd oxedia-
opévn Kivnon (oOTe va Tpooey-
y1000Uv doteyol Tiou Bpiokovtal
Kal extds tou KEVIpou, oe BU-
ompdorta onjeia, Ta omoia dev
EMOKENMTOVTAl TA KAIHAKIA AA-
AV Qopéwv TTou §pacTtnpiorol-
oUvtal otnv ABnva. Etot pe nv
apwyn KowmViKAs Aertoupyou
Katr YuxoAdyou, kataptiodbnke
mAdvo 16 Siadpopav kat mpay-
Hatomoindnkav emokEPeLs o€
140 onpeia kal v POV An-

HoTk®V Alapepiopdtwv (1o, 20
Kat 30).

Zuykekpipéva, ots egoppn-
o€l1s Tou 81npépou evioxuOnkav
He xouPéptes, sleeping bags,
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IIpog Toug
avayveooTes 1ag

Aéyw s apyias s [Tpw-
TOXpOV1dAs, n e@nyepidba pas
6a kuxkAog@opnoel TAAL TO
améyeupa ts Tpitns, otn
Néa Yépkn kai 1o Tpwi tns
Tetdptns otis GAAES TIEPIOXES,
He Oles Tis €18M0€1s TOU Te-
Tpanpépou.

O ex861tns-81eubuvTiis Tou
«E.K.», Avtoyvns H. Alapatd-
pns Kat ot ouvepydrtes Tou oe
Néa Yépxn, Bootwvn, Prdp1-
8a, Abnva, TpimoAn ka1 Aeu-
Kwoia, euxovtal os 6Aous Ka-
A Xpovid pe Yyeia kat Eutu-
xia.
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EONIKOE KHPY=

Iayxooptomoinon

eV urdpxet fa 6T n ot -

EMIZTOAEL B ITON EKAOTH TOY «EONIKOY KHPYKA»

«O1 Toupxotadpndeg»

«/Aad¢ eAevBepwBeic b1d Tou &ipoug,
e SouAoytar 81d Tou kaAdHou».

Kipie AievBuvtd,

To Zitnpa tev Todundwv, evéd mpo moAhol
éxe1 Anige1, ouvexiZel wotéoo, ouis pépes pas va
Bapaivel omv atpéopaipa peTagl v 8o Aadv.

apvnaBpriokwv Todundwy, mapd v npwiki avti-
01a0n TV Katofkwv. Ané Tov pakdppio anoioy-
OHO €15 BAPOS TWV XPIOTIVEV KATOIK®V, ONpEId-
voupe Tous dve Twv 800 vexpdv, 300 opfipous,
anaywyh 250 yuvaikdv yia ta xapépia x.Am. pia-
opous yuvaikav, 520 owiipata muproAnpéva, me-
pius 35.000 poveubévta n apriaypéva pxpd kar

Kat 101710, emte1di o 6¢pa avtd
Eavd va rpoBAn6ef ws «avtifapo» oto «Bopelon-
TEIPWTKS»,

Av xai efvar Afyor 18.000 pévo, «xwpis ca@ri
eBvikn ouveidnon» ws am povéau xat 6x1 el
ovétnTar, Spws ypriyopa petd amné emruxels evép-
yeies s MBuvlus Ha xat GAav xwpdv, Snji-

s G

mv
Héxpt ka1 v Kovevia tov E(?vn’w. l‘|’ auté, evd
olpgva pe ™ Zuverikn s Awddvvns -1923-
Kal 1a oxetxd mpwtékoAia, undyovro xat ot Tad-
pn&cs ous oup@wvies mepl avraAAayris mAnBu-
opdv pe v Toupkia, TeAd n EAAGSa ouvafveoe
Xa1 Tous Kpdtnoe. Autd akpifis To Yeyovds aro-
é)e0e Xal ™V anapxti ms yéveons tou mpopAsi-
Haros mou pe Sidgopes Glumlpﬁvum Sawwvizetal,
@s N O@eIAe, Péxpl Kal ofipepa Kat pd}uam €15

HeydAa Zha kAT
H unoxopmpmun IDll opyﬂ?u e v extéAeon
v 49 1943 é6mou

undpxel ka uvopumuu‘i xutﬂmucm, TI0U CUYKAG-
VI0€ TOUS TIGVTES. «AGEa ka1 Tipf» TV Bupdtav
Kat A0Im@V BUCI(V TWV XPIOTIQVAV KATOKWV s
@eanpwrias katd Tov FoAyobd tou 1940-44.

Omws pas Péhver ka1 o Aopévidos MaBiAns:

«latpia oav tov Hho oo,

HMog aloy Sev Adpmer,

@G €16 T0 QWS 00U AaxTapovy

n 6d2acoa x ot xdurnor.

Tag AovroudiGouv Ta Pouvd,

a 5don, o1 Aayxastés

otéAvoveds Tov Bupfapa,

Huprddec pup@SIEgn.

Zas euxaplotd aneipws
Kdotas Ztovms
Bootévn, MA

Bdpos Tou GAou psvdAou £Bvikot g U
Bupmonmlpmmm

Totto emoppdyioe Tehixd petd tpietia -1926-
o 8iktdtopas ®e6dwpos INdykaros kai pdiiota
e 181aftepo H @opepnt

Ol EnioToAég Twv AvayvwoTiv pag dnpoaiedovral
oUpQuWva pE TNV Kpion Tng oUvtagng, apkel va
€ival yvioleg, va pnv unepBaivouv Tig 400 AEEeig

v 24 xwpibv Tou Pavapiou -1943- a6 tous
xat ané ta otowxefa v

xvo)mvm xai n paySaia Yynegiaxr xat nAe-
KTpovikii péodos éxouv aAAdEel emava-
otatkd Tov Tpdo emKowwvias ka1 ena@is avd-
J1EGa 0TOUS Adotis. O1 TTOAITIKES KQl OIKOVOMIKES
£€eAfEe1s, T epnépio, Ta MoAIoTIKG Kal aBANTIKG
Yeyovéta Kat TToAAEs GAAes 8 par.rmp\érmcs éxouv

0U Hévou autis s

Kaiva €fTe —
Kal TO NPOTIHGTEPO— OE NAEKTPOVIKI Op@I.

nofnons otov
ouKo Topéa.

H pé68a, o oupués érws Ba Aéyape oe xoppd
EAAnvikd, oe kG6e pactnpiétnta ouxvd amoktd
Tepdoties S1aotdoels kal ennpedZel My OUNTE-
pl(popld xa1 v w1l exatoviddwv exatoppupinv

xat TIOAITI-

600 mAaués oudn-

Tote a&i6Aoyo cupBaivel kal oV Mo puxplvli

yovid s Tns petadidetar ka ennpedZer dueca
Kat maykéopia.

H avBpwrniétnta, éxovias avakaAiper s ty-

Y18e1s S1a0Tdoets Tou Zuunav'ros KQ1 TN OXETKI

I;xupés @uvés Siapaptupias éxouv eyepBel
xat 6a akotyovtal ndvta yr’ auti mv kaBoAks,
ouxvd 100meSwTIKA, eEGMA®ON TWV OCUVETEIOV
s MayKoopionoinons.

Ayavéxmon ané exeivous mou xavouv Tis Sou-

aonpaveétta tou [Thaviitn pas, éxel

xai BaBuiaia mv kaBoAxr
s ndve oe autd v pxpi M.

Edv n naykoopiomofnon efvai évag
xefpappos mov kataxdiZe: onipepa kdbe
Topéa avBpdmvng Spaocmpiémrag,
nmapddoon kdBe £Bvous kat 1Braitepa

o1 afeg Tou eNnvikot ohmiopot mpémer
va eivai 1a péva otaBepd emredypara mov
empdMetar va Siaodooupe

10V o1KOVOIKG Topéa, n Suvaténta eubu-
VOTEPNS IAPAYWYIIS i KATAOKEUTS TIPOIGVTWY OE
GMAes é0T® KAl YEQYPAQIKA HAKPIVES TIEPIOXES
Xat mapdAinia n zuxépc\a Heta@opds éxouv aA-
M&l mv MIKIL KQ1 Tapaywy
i nsploxwv Os txouv
o&nvnocl axépn xai omv Apepud, OAGKANpES
KoIvOTnTes Kai eMayyéApata o papacus, arrayr
TIpOOavatoAlopoly akGUn Kal TOMKES 1 MepLpe-
PEIaKES OIKOVOUIKES Kpioes. Exouv 6uws mapdh-
AnAa Snpioupyricel SuvatéTntes otkovopikiis
TIPOGEOY Ka1 OXETIKAS EVNpEPIQS OE PEXPL TOUSE
Gyoves Kal QTOXES TTEPIOXES.
I81aitepa onpavtikés efval ol ouvénteies otov
81e6vHi oATIKG wpza 6nou n enidpaon onpa-

Aetés Tous, ané exefvous ou ugi-
otavtal mv Evav

ndve otnv Aouxn Gu(n Tous yond. AAAol 10XU-
pigovtay, {ows owotd, 6u o kéopos odnyeital oe
yevixri andBera Adyw s uniepBoAixris ka dpueons
£xOeoris Tou o kaBe efSous Spacpiétnies kat
yeyovéra,

Ev Totitots, 6mws 0wotd eneohpave o mpde-
8pos Opndpa omv npéuqmm opiAfa tou omv
E);M&u, N TIAYKOOW10TIONon, Je Tis MOAAES BeTi-
Kés s MY, pés, aAAd Kal TIS Va6 PeUKTES ap-
VITKES TS OUVETELES,

Ixékio rou A.H. Msapardpn

TTpoAéyers yia o Néo Etog 2017

Tépuol amotéApnoa pepikés TPpoBALYels yia
0 2016, pe apketd kaAd amoteAéopata. Mmaive
Aomév grov melpacyd va mipoPd oe vées poPAé-
Pets, €XOVTAS UMIGYN HOU TIS TTEPUOIVES.

1. Zto 6¢pa ms Opoyévelas.

TIépuot éAeya 611 «to 2016 Ba eival xp6vos ak-
Aaydve,

Aev enainbeinka, pe Afyes e€aipéoers. Aev
BAénw 6pws nids efvar Suvatévva pnv yivouv ai-
Aayés 1o 2017. Kat 8ev evvot pévo o Apxie-
Ko,

2. 310 epdnpa «o10s Ba KepSIOE! TIS TIPOE-
Bpikés ekhoyés», n andvinon mou eixa Sdoet mé-
puot fitav n XiAapt... pe ™ Aoyixii Tou «un xefpov

e mv adriprm mopeia s avBpwnémras mpos
Ta epnpds.

Eiva1 amotéAeopa s paydaias, ouxvd pigi-
xiis, aMhayris oe piplous Goous Topels s av-
Bpomvns Spacmpiémras. Onws 0 veps evés
Tiotapoy 8ev propefs va yupioer micw.

‘Yndpxel 6pws évas topéas mou agigel 1Siaitepa
v Tipoooxri pas. H mapddoon xa o1 a&ies kGe
£Bvous TTou anoTeAOBV TV MOAGTUNN ATOMIKY OU-
VEIOPOpd TOU oIV B1AQOPETIKETNTA KAl TOV
TAOBTO TOU TIaYKGOHIOU TIOAITIOTIKOY PH®Ooaikot.

Ztov topéa auté n Tou eAAnVIKiis

" Eneoa, ws yvwotév, é&w. H pévn napnyopid
efval 6u 8ev fipouv... 0 p6vos.
To epdrnpa wpa eivar ds Ba kuAioel o ené-
HEVOS XPGVOS HE TOV Tpapn omv nposﬁp(ﬂ.
H andvmori pou efvar 6u Ba ouvexioe! pe tous
aocuviiBiotous Tpdrious Tou kat 6t umé 6a tov
™ Adixa

«o Kupidixos Ba kepbioe1 Tis eKAOYES yia v mpo-
€Bpia ms NA pe ovolaotikn 1agopd», 6x1 Spws
6m «o Tofrpas v Ba ByGAel Tov Xp6VO ws TIp-
Buroupyds...».

AuTé 10 TIpOPALTI® Y1a @ETOS, KABGS Kal TV
Gvodo tou Kupidkou otnv npwBuroupyia s xa@-
pas.

5. Z10 epdnpa av «Ba mapapeivel n EAAGSa
010 €U, 0wOTd andvinoa nws «Naw.

Détos Guws eyeipetar To epdnpa, av 6a em-
Pudoer n Evpwddvn.

H andvtnon yia péva eivar 6u 8a efapm6ei
ané us exhoyés ms fairias. Av kepdioel n akpo-
B8eBld Atrrév 161 08 ouvﬁuouué He v £EoBo s

Kai mv
oewv Tou Péviol ot ItaAia, xuems Xal T £k~
xpepdmrta omv EAAGSa, 6te -av 8ev autodiaiu-
Bei- Ba apxioel n S1adikaoia s avtodidAuons.

6. Tia is eAAnvotoupKikés oxéoets, 8ev eixa
Kével ipSBAEN yiaTi Sev uripxe T6tE B oTOV
op({ovm H nip6BAepri pou Spws @étos efvar 6u

Bon6rice1 va Tiou
6a tou emtpéPel va nepdoel ané to Koykpéoo to
Baowké mxovoplxé Tou Tipdypappa, peiwon @o-
PWV, KAVOVIGHGV, épya um)ﬁopﬂs K.TA.

210 0£110TA TWV TPOOWTIKGY EMIXEIPNATIKGY
Kl QUTGV TS OIKOYEVEIGS Tou

KAnpovopuds eivat avuroAéyions agias xat aro-
TeAel onpei0 avagopds yia xd6e Aaé oe ormoio-
Birote pépos tou Iiavi.

Edv n maykooj vai éva:

eival mBavév va av'npsmn(ue\ TipoPAripata n61-
xiis, aAAd kal vopkis @uoe

TéAos, 0 peydhros évvmmos :(vm 01 eEWTEPIKES
oxéoels. lEKEI', Xal eviehds dmeipos eivai, Xat

ITou xaraKhCet aiuepa kGG Toéa

VUKGY BETIKGV 1i xat ege-

k4B €Bvous xat

AEewv {on}mw:mlrua(pumu{a xat éxe1 dueco
miayk6opio avtikturo. Efval yvwotd oe 6Aous n
onpelolpevn Gueon yevikeupévn avtidpaon tav
81€6BvGY ayopdv ou 1o TapeABGV éxer odnyrioel
oe @6Bo, eviote maviko, yla MAGQVNTIKI O1KOVO-
iK1 KaTaoTPoPr.

Tpéner emions va tovioBei n anogaciouxi

181aftepa ot a{(t:s mu EAANVIKOY no}\mcum! nipé-
e va efval ta péva otabepd emredypara mou
empBaAAeTal va 51a0000UpE.

A6 endve oTo otépeo £8a@os TTou pas mpo-
o@épouv propodpe va owmpfEoupe v mopeia
HQS TIPOS TIS EMAVACTATIKES AAAQYES TIOU pas
@épvel To péAdov.

«IIpdowo tng Xpovide» o Av. Apakdmoudog

P xat P
oewv éxel, oMOTE GA efval oTov aépa.

3. Z10 Bépa s 10otipias SoAapiou-eupd, Ta
tya apketd kaAd.

TIpoépAena 6 n «Fed Ba ouvexioel va avEdver
a emtoKia, e oAU Tpooextkd Pripata», 6nws
Xat 6T «to 8oAdpio Ba @rtdoel oe 10otpia éva
Tipos éva 1o 2016 pe o eupd». Ta i81a mpopAém@
xai yia to 2017.

4. 0o yia v EAAGSa: Zwotd poéBheya 61

AviiBeta pe moA-
Aous, ev Bewpd ™V srmvzpunvs(a WV Zupge-
vidv ms AwZdvvns ané tov Tolpxo Tpbedpo ws
TIapodik6 Bépa eowtepikis katavaiwons.

7. ©a AvBei To Kuripiaxd; Tiépuot efxa mpoBaé-
ye1 s «Oxi». Tnv teAevtaia ouypri n Toupkia
6a Tpapiitet To xaM xkétw and Ta Tés1a Tou Axi-
vidl...», éypaga. To {810 ipoBAénm kat pétos. I8iws
av o Epvtoydv em8ide1 pia yevikétepn Ation tov
€AANVOTOUPKIKGV IPAT@V. AEV TO QVTEXE! QUTO
o Toinpas xai o LYPIZA, 0w K1 av aviéxel o

a kdnos Adon.

8. Té)os, efxa unoBdAet v epdrnon mépuot
av «8a TeAelGoEL ws KayKeAdpIos n MEpke» Kat
andvmoa nws «Ox1, 8ev teAe1dver. Tav {B1a mpd-
BAeyn KGve kat PETos.

©epyés euxés yia Yyefa, Evtuxia kai Eipfivn
atov Kéopo.

(@AHDiamataris

Tou Baviln Kouroila

Ot npépes TV YI0pTéY 6nws Kal va To kévels
efvar 1agopetixes. ITapd ta mpoPAripata rou
uriopei va éxet o xaBévas, napd 1o dyxos yia 10
aipio mou yevvd n katdotaon omv EAAGSa,
napd ta xiAia 8uo, pia PéAta oto KEVTPO cou
@udxvel ™ 81d6eon. Me 1i xwpis ™ Poda tou
Kapivn oto Zivraypa (pépa mou efval as punv no
tinota yr' autd), o oToAou6s TV SpSpWV, TV

Kat Yevikd n xpiotovyevvidrikn

efval 6u pépage Tous mepioodtepous, Epevav
ota onifua Tous Kal Uopoices va
KukAo@opricets Gveta oto kévtpo. Maxdpt va
fitav étor kdBe pépa.

* Xpévia moAd

Mapdge BeBid ka1 apiotepd Sidpopes
npnBMq;:ls y1a 1o 2017 mou Aéve 61 1o véo £Tos
pdArov 8ev 6a efval ka1 1600 xard. EAnidw va

Zuvéxela ané t oeAida 1 -wn K. AvBpéas ApakGTIouAos. ot évas EAnvas ms Aigoro-
Tov nepacpévo lotivio 0 Ké- pds, apioteuoe omyv extéAeon
Ze1 Bev efvar HaMi-  vtpo Il 18pupa Ztad- Tou Tepdomiou autol £pyou Kat
Be1a efvar 6t n EAMGSa BubiZetar  pos Nidpxos Gvoige Tis miAes tou  emnAéov gntd -av 6xi anartei- | © AOTSYOI
Tiep1006TEPO onv 118n Pabid o-  oTO Xa1 Bexddes x1-  apioteia ka1 om Siaxeipioti Tov,
Kovopkri kpion. H avepyia ma-  M1d8es kéopou 0 6x1 puévo ané mv xuPépvnon -
papéver néve aré to 20% yevi- 0 Twv omoiwv kat o mpde- v érora kuBEpvnon - aAAd kat
X4 ka1 50% avdpeca om veo- 8pos Mrapdk Opndpa. QN6 TOUS «TTPayHATIKOUS 1810KT-
Aafa, Tou éxer apxioer fibn v tes Tou» - 8€s OUVEVTEUED 1n o€~
@uyri and v xdpa tous avaln- Zav jia 6aon, Af8a «E.K.»- Tov EAAnviké Aad.
Tdvias éva kahitepo pmw H 0 IIN ka1 AuTté exnpoowrei o épyo au-
a(uBnon ms Y 16: . Kai auté efvai mou
1, 6rws kai ot autokrovies. Ot o “PﬂesPW Tou éxe1 6on p:vd};n avéyxm oripe-
S TIoU ™a eyka- K. Wag pao
Taotabel, xvpiws ota vnoid, EmmAéov To €pyo auté aro-
avudpotv. O TIpéedpos s teAel v anéSen s extipn-

Toupkias apgiopntei autd ta
{810 ta Bepéhia -us oupvies
ms ivvns- ndve ota omofa
ompiovtal o1 EAANVOTOUPKIKES
oxécels.

Ev w0 petagl, o1 EAAnvokd-
Tiplo1 adtvapor xat o1 Toupko-
P

vopiAfes yia 1o péAdov ms Me-

Zto xév;po SAwv autdv, cav
na éaon, epgavidetal to [Spupa
Zmlipus Nidpxos ka1 o ipéedpds

Eva épyo, Tiou Bewpeftar 6t
6

ons tns tepdonas npoopopds
s xdpas omv pakpd

ms, Kal ToU T aképa propef va
TIpoopépel KAT® anod Tis KATdA-
Anhes i

Efvar yr' autév to Abyo, ms

atp pa Snpioup wpaia
Exei BéBala mou cou mdvetal n Yuxi eivar 6tav
BAémets Tous doteyous. Efval @uAGmipes ot
TIpOOTIGBEIES TIOU KGVOUV SIAPOPES OPYavAIoELS
va Tous IpoUAGEOLY ATt To KPUo XAl vVa Tous
Bdoouv @aynté, aArd pdArov to ip6BAnpa Sev
Abvetar pe aomipives. Odte BéBaia Advetar kat

6hes Tous. Xp6via TIoAAG Aomév oe
6Aous pe vyeia.

* Exotpateia evioxuong

Kowii efval mAéov n Siariotwon 6t to Tapefo

He Ts euxés Tou yivovtal o€ autés Tis

Aev eivar 6uws pévo to £pyo
auté xa®’ eauté mou efvar 1600
onpavtixké yia mv EAAGSa.

Auté Tiou mBavév va eivar
e&foou onpavuké ¢ avti v
xpcwlxﬂ ouykupfa efvai 6u évas

IVIKOS OpYavIops, kat pdt-

pés Tou ms

omv EAANVIKI KOWw-

via ané évav EAAnvoapepikavé

Xal Tou aioBripatos s urepn-

q;dvzms Tou  TIpSoPEPE  OTOV
mavtaxod

, TIOU £
ms :zv«ﬂpéamoms Xpo-

Vids.»,

e Kivnon

Av éxave idvtws éva xakd to xi6vi otnv ABfiva
(mépa amé Tis oAU wpaies e1kGves Tou pas
£8woe, GAAwate 1itav n p6vn vkaipia mou
efxape va Sovpe emtédous pa dompn pépa)

Tou I8piipatos tou «EBvikol Kripuka» efval

amnapaitnTo Tdpa NEPICOGTEPO and Moté.

Tlépa ané mv EAAGSa, o1 avdykes kat omv
Koétntd pas -pe mv G@ign vEv petavaotiv
TIou S€V éxouv oG T KegaAr KAfval- eival
eEalpeTikG peydaes.

Opws as pn pefvoupe ota Adyia. As
TIpoo@époupe o kaBévas 6, urtopel oto: The
National Herald The National Herald Foundation
37-10 30 Street L.I. C. NY 11101

ADEA®IA MOY, EAAHNEX

Tlde1, TEASIGVEL, EXTIVEEL, (e~
YEL ka1 TTiow 8eV yupvd o xpévos
2016 agrivovtas mv EAAG8a oe
AmoBupkri katdotaon, AdéAgia
pou EAAnves, and mxovapmis

TiAEU:

T0us, SnAadri 8dveicav kai €8e-
oav mv EAd8a xeiporiédapa,
6nws Ewote kdvouv Aot o1 8a-
VeloTés.

Kai 1épa mou Sfvouv Tis 86-

ToATIKIiS Kat
pds. Mihotpe yia pia xuenpuv—
ptvn, Yepdm mévo kat kanpo,
uvvmpu:vm KUPIOAEXTIKA EAM

OELS e HETPO, Ta Xpri-

Tou Og08dpou Karpoikou

To Toaxaldypappa, To {dpt Tov Zoupdpr, o1 yupoPoliés tng Olyas, o agopiouds Tov Mikn

pdotaon xa napédwoe ™y EA-
Adba ota vixia ms 81eBvous To-
i aAnds

@us, pia kdroia eArida. Aneva-
vias «kégpms» ou ToakaAdtou

100

ANT ag@oU mpdta opoAdynoe
EKEIVO TO TPAYEAIPIKG «TTETHXA-
pz 1ndév oTo TmAiKIO», T0 oroio

Jata autd Sev yamy
avaBéppavon s olkovopias,
v avantuén, mv £€080 Tpos
v avd aanG I\

om vedtepn EA-
MBa @s XEWAA0 aveAAiviotns

oav
k@M va xataonapdger 6, Atyo-
06 anépEVE AN TS OUVIGEELS
Wy Siopopwv ivov Ts
omofes pdgevav pe Tov 18p@ta
Xat 1o afya tous.

ek@opds Aéyou kat

xat

v
owmpévor ota ouoofua yia éva
mdto gaynté ki éva proukdi
xaBapé vepd, evd n Koppato-
xpatia rou mv odriynoe ¢’ auti
v abMémra epider adidvrpona
1 paydvetal yia va 1o nolpe
W,

p'l‘uv A6yo audi mv efdopdda
eixe n emotoArl petavoias tou
EukAe(Bn mipos Tous Beopols fi
ToKOyAU@ous av mpotpdte, o
omoior BéBaia éxavav ™ Souhet

yia va
Séveia andé mv enoxtt aképa o0
Kapapavir tou upxu(ou Xat Tou
AvBpéa, ou nyarmnxou s ae-

AMAG xal euBivn ToU KIveds-
Hop@ou Inpft 8ev efval pxkpdre-
pn yati e o payeipepa v
uplﬂuuw xat v PiAiwv pe mv

o George ay ané ov

0O tpayéhagos Pploxer pia kat
Buo v ékgpaoti Tou ota Aeyd-
ueva tou Zoupdpl, o ormofos
£@race 010 onpelo va amokaié-
o€l Tov ZOmAe «Ipagikormpya-
Tia», mapiotévovtas tov eEurvd-
Kia, ugurioupyds Iaidefas autés!
Zxé@Topal pepIKEs @opés, ASEA-
@ia pov EAAnves, ta ToArmikd

o
xuwoupym ToU apdpe -odevel
o ﬁl‘luum Tou yevviitopd ToU-

fiuata 1mou kGpIoe T0 aoké-
Pl TQV T SYPIZA{wv apxiZovias
ané tov Idvn e 10 éva v, Tov

xat oe

®{An 10U oV Katap ole-

s Apépika Kal Knputiel ota

exefvo qmvmﬂé «TooB6Aa hata
6Aa». Zuvéxioav BéPaia kat o1
81d8oxoitous, and m pia to avi-
Poud1 Tou £v6s, o Kdotas o -
Xpds, xa1 ané mv d\An o uibs
Tou dMou, George ovépat.
Hrav autés mou éotnoe oto Ka-
oteAdpIo exeivn T Beatpuii Tta-

non xat ou Aou!
pvmm: n EAAds oto KAapm s Eu-
pwdvns yia va v Kavel ofipe-

pa o Brocupds ZOIUMAE TTUE Kal
ME e 6Aa 6oa ouvendyetat kG-
Be KAOTOOOKOU@L.

AMAn ma xpovid (etyer,
ABéAgia pou EAMves Sev gai-
vetal ouBevd va @eyyider Aiyo

Tpbrious ka1 peds-
Sous c{dﬁou s EMd8as and
v kpion. O Znpfwms ypdge Pi-
BAia, o Zapapds tpéxel ota ma-
vnyipia xai us Artaveies k1 o
AXéEns Ze1 i péBn ws eZovoias
yiat{ tpoatoBavetar éu av m xd-
oe1, T6TE MAéoV Ba TEAEIDOE Kat
0 GVELPS TOU.

pGVUOS Kal TEONKE omv aPd-
vela (Apriv), tov Iarmd v m-
AsoITnk@V BookéTonwv, Tov Eu-
KAeidn pe v kéKkxvn todvta
GToV Gj10, T Zar TIou anérmeu-
ot ota pnxd, Tov Aagpadivn mou
Bacavicetar ané Tis 18eoAnles
ToU dAAou KGOpoU, TEAOS TOV
AMéEn pe o xu?pxupouusvo
ipos kal TexvaTd yéAo.

Eexwpidw v TepoPaoiAn,
uroupyd Aoixnmikiis AVaouykpo-
‘mons, Tou étav miye oto ypa-
@eio s n IMavnmeponxi Zuvo-
Hoornovsia EXMGSos e kAapfvo
Xal nrelpdTtko AaoUTo va s
mouv ta kdAavia, meTdxke
€endve oav eAatipio k1 dpxioe Tis
vupcBoAls’s @révovtas oo Toa-

MEDG o 6Aa Byrike ka1 EeQd-
VIOE UE EMOTOATE K1 0 0GVTpOQpos
Mixns ©eoSwpdxns, kai eine
‘Tpayoudiotd Tws «n mapoloa Ku-
Bépvnon pas éxel odnyrioel oto
xeidos Tou ykpepot». Kai péas
0 81dBace o AAéEns, To yeAaotd
naidi, éBake va akoioel 1o Gopa
«n Zwri tpapd mv avnedpa». Ki
apéoms dpxioe n kndefa s ma-
Tpias x1 01 vEkpoBdgtes £&ako-
A006BnoaY T0 SIK TOUS TO YAVTL
Tdve amé To TrHdpa s,
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ment in

of being Person of the Year?

the Year to be rather easy.

TNH’s Person of the Year
Andreas C. Dracopoulos

hoosing the man or woman of the year is not always as
easy as it might seem. Different people distinguish them-
selves over the course of a year in ways that exceed every-
one else in particular fields or endeavors, and not necessary
always in what most people usually associate with high
. For instance, a terrorist who kills the most people,
or even a hedge fund manager who amasses the most bi]hons of
might have been the “best” in that category in a
twe_lve -month span, but do such persons deserve the high honor

And, of course, even among those candidates who are worthy
of the hormr, the decision of selecting one of them above the rest
is sometimes difficult.

But not this time: this year, we find our choice for Person of

In the American landscape, the person who will most be iden-
tified with 2016 is, of course, Donald Trump — a businessman
who never ran or held any public office until he entered the 2016
presidential race, and yet despite his unconventional ways went
on to win in the face of nearly all predictions to the cont
on top of all that, he is already giving every indication that his
presidency will be nothing short of interesting, if not downright

achieve-

And

Continued on page 5

first, yes, but we are also Greek:

Dracopoulos on SNF
Cultural Center, Future

By Theodore Kalmoukos

On February 23, the Stavros
Niarchos Foundation (SNF) will
hand to the Greek state the €600
million (about $624 million)-
valued SNF Cultural Center
(SNFCC), in Athens.

Some have called SNFCC the
most important project to take
place in the Greek capital since
the Parthenon itself, noting that
the SNFCC was built during one
of the worst economic crises
Greece has ever endured.

The heart and soul - and
brains — behind this project was
SNF co-President and Director
Andreas Dracopoulos. He gave
a detailed interview to The Na-
tional Herald about what tran-
spired behind the scenes, as well
as his thoughts and plans for the
future, the text of which follows.

TNH: SNFCC is recognized
almost universally as one of the
most important projects ever to
be built in the Greek Capital.
Now that is completed and in
about two months will be
handed over to the Greek state,
please share your thoughts
about that.

AD: All of us at the at SNF
and SNFCC feel very proud and
happy. We feel that with the
completion of SNFCC and its de-
livery to its true owners, the
Greek people, we have con-
tributed in many ways to our
home country during socioeco-
nomic crisis — which is very dif-
ficult for all - that Greece is go-
ing through.

First of all, I want to thank
the late founder of our Founda-
tion, my great uncle Stavros
Niarchos, who made it possible
for us to engage in the field of

philanthropy in such a signifi-
cant way, we wouldn’t (and nei-
ther would the SNFCC itself) be
here today if it wasn’t for him.

Talso want to thank all of my
colleagues throughout the last
(and first for the SNF) 20 years
for their hard work and commit-
ment, but most of all for their
sharing of our vision, to make
our world a better place for all.
1 would like to thank everyone
who contributed to the creation
of the SNFCC, all those that col-
laborated with us to bring to re-
ality this beautiful project. Indi-
viduals and organizations from
many different countries and
backgrounds, but all sharing the
common mission, with no other
agendas other than that of doing
the best possible toward deliv-
ering the best possible project;
a common mission, strong and
effective collaborations, and
hard work indeed, can create
small miracles and SNFCC is
such a miracle.

Last but not least, I want to
thank Renzo Piano, an amazing
architect, but more importantly
a beautiful person in everything
he believes in, a true friend, per-
sonally and of our country,
Greece.

TNH: Can you recount for
our readers the process, and
mainly the moment you made
the big decision to undergo this
project?

AD: There was no single mo-
ment when we decided to go
ahead with the SNFCC. It was
more of a combination of many
thoughts, discussions, etc., with
various parties, both from the
private and public sectors, which

Continued on page 5
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Wham! Gone Too Soon, George Michael was 53

The National Herald and Friends Give Back

Manolis Hajiantoniou is battling pancreatic cancer, his daughter Mary, brain cancer. TNH and
many generous benefactors donated funds to help this family in need. Left to right, Mary, mom
Christina, Manolis Hajiantoniou, and journalist Dimitris Tsakas presenting the check.

TNH/COSTAS BE)

Greek Cypriot/British
pop star topped
charts, helped needy
TNH Staff

He was known to millions of
fans by his stage name, but
George Michael was really Geor-
gios Kyriacos Panayiotou, born
to a Greek-Cypriot father living
in London and an English
mother.

Michael, who died on Christ-
mas at age 53, said to be from
heart failure, had a superstar ca-
reer as a singer who tran-
scended pop and was admired
by more serious artists who per-
formed with him, including leg-
ends Aretha Franklin and Elton
John, and was lauded by critics
as soaring past the success of
his Wham! 1980s band hits to
become an accomplished musi-
cian, producer, and arranger,
dlsplaymg an array of talents.

Success  didn’t  come
overnight, but Michael's abilities
took him to the top of the music
world faster than many others
who paid dues for years and
toiled at their craft, and his
1980s album Faith sold 15 mil-
lion copies.

AllMusic journalist Steve
Huey described it as a “superbly
crafted mainstream pop/rock
masterpiece” while a review by
Rolling Stone magazine, jour-
nalist Mark Coleman said the al-
bum “displays Michael’s intu-
itive understanding of pop
music and his increasingly in-
telligent use of his power to
communicate to an ever-grow-
ing audience.”

‘Georgios Kyriacos Panayiotou
was born June 25, 1963 in East
Finchley, London.

His mother, Lesley Harrison
Angold, was a dancer and his
maternal grandmother was Jew-
ish. His Greek and Cypriot roots
came from his father, Kyriacos
Panayiotou, a Greek Cypriot

Continued on page 10

Tragic Story of a Greek Mom and Son

TNH Staff

NEW YORK - Marcus Wallace
has never met his birth mother.
At age 31, the Brooklyn resident
did, however meet the men who
saved his life on a cold January
morning. TAs a newborn, he
was pulled from a dumpster be-
hind a gas station where his
Greek-American mother had
dumped him shortly after giving
birth. While growing up in
Trinidad, he had called his aunt
“mom” and only saw his birth
certificate at age 20. The
woman listed as mother was
Dorothea Ballas, then a 21-year-
old student at Fairleigh Dickin-
son University (FDU) in Tea-
neck, NJ. A newspaper story
from 1985 revealed the shock-

ing details of how Wallace
started out in the world. Born
in Ballas’ dorm room on Jan. 19,
1985, Wallace was then placed
in a garbage bag. Ballas knotted
the top and threw out her new-
born son in a dumpster behind
a gas station on a freezing night
with temperatures in the 20-de-
gree range.

Upon finding out, Wallace
said, as reported in the New
York Post, “I broke down. I got
on the subway and cried all the
way from 42nd Street to Flat-
bush Avenue. I had a lot of
whys. What was wrong with
me? Why me?’

He said, “My mother threw
me in a dumpster. It took me a
very long time to deal with that,
but I've gotten past it.”

Wallace continued to re-
search his story, finding a re-
porter who had worked for The
Record of Hackensack and cov-
ered the remarkable survival of
the baby thrown in the trash.
After three decades, the Post
arranged a reunion for Wallace
and his three rescuers. They met
on a cold December day by a lot
next to the FDU dorms where
the dumpster once stood.

“You're my hero,” Wallace
told Michael Randelman, a mu-
sician and painting contractor
who now lives in Florida, the
Post reported.

In 1985, Randelman, then

was driving home from a
gxrlfnend 's house at about 3 AM

Continued on page 6

Mitsotakis’
New Year’s
Message to
Hellenes

Kyriakos Mitsotakis, President
of the New Democracy Party, re-
leased his New Year’s wishes for
Hellenes around the world. The
leader of the opposition party en-
courages all the Greeks of the Di-
aspora to contribute to Greece’s
recovery with words of hope for
2017.

Greeks of the Diaspora,

On the occasion of the new
year, I extend my best wishes
for health, happi love and

Chef Maria
Petridis Wins
on Chopped

TNH Staff

NEW YORK - Maria Petridis,
chef and owner of Maria’s
Mediterranean Seafood and
Grill in Bayside, moved to the
United States from Skoutari,
Serres, Greece 28 years ago and
has lived in Bayside for 18 years.

She and husband Gary (Kyr-
iakos) Petridis opened the
restaurant seven years ago.
Now, she is taking home the
$10,000 prize as the winner on
the Food Network's Chopped.

She said her experience as a
contestant on the cooking show
was a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity.

"It was very exciting, very
stressful, but at the same time,
it was an experience that
changes you. Makes you see into

Continued on page 2
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Georgiades Talks to TNH about the Fur Heist

By Theodore Kalmoukos

NEW YORK - Expensive furs
worth millions of dollars were
stolen from designer Dennis
Basso’s New York City store on
Christmas Eve.

Three thieves smashed into
the store at 825 Madison Av-
enue using a large granite stone.
Achilleas Georgiades, one of the
three owners, who are all broth-
ers, spoke exclusively with The
National Herald, relaying his ac-
count of the events as they oc-
curred:

“On Christmas Eve at 5AM
TJ Security called me and told
me that there were five alarms.
They called me again after a lit-
tle while and told me that I had
to come down to the store be-
cause something had happened.
I came down I found the door
broken, glass everywhere, and
many hangers on the floor. They
broke into the store and stole
the most expensive items that
we had.”

Georgiades said he had no
idea how many pieces were
stolen: “we are in process of
counting now, but we know for
sure without a complete ac-
counting that they have taken
about 20 pieces that were the
most unique pieces.” The esti-
mated value of the stolen items,
without a full inventory, is “in
the millions,” Georgiades said,
“but I don’t know exactly at this
moment.” All of the furs at the

Manhattan store are handmade
in New York.

The store video shows three
individuals who “entered the
store and grabbed the items.
One of them dropped some
coats on the floor and then
pulled a bag from his pocket

and put them in.”

Georgiades explained that
the police took fingerprints but
had not identified the thieves.

“Now they are investigating
the videos and cameras from
everywhere, the stores, and the
traffic lights, everywhere, to see

TNHICOSTAS BEJ
It took less than a minute for thieves to break in and steal millions of dollars-worth of sable
coats from designer Dennis Basso’s flagship store on Manhattan’s Upper East Side.

what happened.”

As for the insurance, “we
don’t know how much it cov-
ers,” Georgiades said.

Besides the Manhattan store,
the Georgiades Brothers also

Continued on page 2

prosperity, along with the assur-
ance that I will personally fight
for 2017 to be the year that true
hope will rise for the rebirth of
Greece.

Over recent years, you have
seen our country experiencing
situations that did not make
anyone proud.

But over the course of our
long history, we Greeks have
learned that when we have
veered off the path of truth, sac-
rifice and hard work, we have
been led to disaster.

New Democracy seeks to halt
the destructive course that our
country is following. And we
will achieve this with truth, re-
alism and common sense as our
weapon, fighting against the
populism which has dominated
our homeland in recent years.

The battle against populism
and lies is the new patriotism
which is forming and is rein-
forced day after day in the con-
sciousness of the Greeks.

But to succeed in this en-
deavor we need the active sup-
port of Greeks worldwide.

With our policy, we will do
our utmost to bring back the
credibility and respect from the
international community that
our country deserves, and the
ability to defend the future and
its integrity in an environment
of global liquidity.

‘We would like for you, who
prosper and do business in new
lands but never forget Greece,
to help with those forces avail-
able to you in order to revive
and strengthen the Greek econ-
omy.

Continued on page 11
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Wishes Do Come True: Beating Cancer and Going to Disney World

By Dr. Constantina
Michalos

HOUSTON, TX - I contribute to
many charities. I have the calen-
dars and address labels to prove
it. A few are political, some in-
ternational, but mostly I focus on
children. Their needs — medical,
academic, economic, social — su-
persede all others. They are the
future. They deserve a chance.
They are wise beyond their years,
candid observers of the world we
are shaping for them. We need
to make it better for them.

But sometimes they make it
better for us. And they make us
better in the process.

Lindsey McPherson, the dean
of students at my university, took
her 4-year old daughter to urgent
care on March 17th because Lau-
ren had blood in her urine.
Thinking her spleen was en-
larged, her pediatrician recom-
mended an ultrasound at Texas
Children’s Hospital the next day.
Instead, the ultrasound revealed
a large mass in Lauren’s kidney.
She was diagnosed with Wilms’
tumor, a kidney cancer found in
young children. Lauren’s tumor
was 3x3x5 inches.

The following Thursday, Lau-
ren underwent a 5 1/2 hour
surgery to remove her left kidney
and the mass. A portacath was
inserted at this time so that she
could receive chemotherapy
without weekly IVs. Since spots
on her lungs suggested that the
cancer had spread, Lauren was
diagnosed with Stage 4 Wilms'
tumor. However, after six weeks
of chemotherapy, the spots re-
mained unchanged. A biopsy re-
vealed that they were benign,
and so Lauren’s tumor was down-
graded to Stage 2 Wilms. She
will, nevertheless, be monitored
for several years.

The McPherson family met Mickey and Minnie Mouse on their trip to Disney World. Lauren’s
recent tests came back cancer free.

No one wants to hear the
word “cancer,” especially when
it comes to our children. No one
is prepared for the ramifications
of such a diagnosis. “I'm not sure
you can really be prepared for
this process. We were told very
early on by her oncologist, Dr.
Jodi Muscal, that Lauren will be
as strong as we are. So, both my
husband and I were determined
to be as strong as we could. After
the initial shock and tears, we
took each day as it came, tried
not to think about what would
happen tomorrow and did our
best to remain positive.” Even
Lauren’s 7-year old brother had
to be strong. Hudson understood
that Lauren was sick and needed
powerful medicines to make her
better. But he still missed his sis-
ter and his mom through the hos-
pitalizations. Lindsey says that,
even today, Hudson anxiously
awaits their return from doctors’
appointments.

Some of the family’s strength
came from their faith. “Although
in the beginning, we asked things
like “How did we get here?” we
never questioned why. Our faith
remained strong. I will admit
though that my prayer was and
still is that God give us the
strength to handle whatever hap-
pens. I never prayed for God to
heal Lauren, as I believe there is
a Master plan that is way beyond
my control or prayer. So, our
prayer was for strength and
peace. Our prayer was to keep
our family strong together and
to give Lauren the strength and
courage she needed to get
through whatever came her way.”

Lauren was only four at the
time of her diagnosis so, of
course, she was scared. Maybe
not of the diagnosis, but certainly
of the surgeries and scans and x-
rays and tubes and sounds and
smells. “We would show her
YouTube videos of the CT scan

process, and we even went as far
as placing her on a garage
creeper and moving it under a
chair, simulating what it might
feel like to be in a CT scan. We
referred to the cancer as “bad
guys”. So, when we talked about
the surgery, we would say that
they are going to take out the
“big bad guy.” And chemotherapy
was taking care of all the “little
bad guys” that the surgeon could-
n'’t catch.” After her surgery, Lau-
ren was so frightened, she didn’t
want to move or speak. “She
would barely look at us. Making
her get up and try to walk was
the hardest thing I had to do. But,
like everything she does, after
taking the first step and realizing
that she can do this, we quickly
went from taking the first 3 steps
on the first attempt, to walking
about 20 steps on the second at-
tempt, to walking laps around
the hospital floor by the next
morning.”

Lauren underwent 13 rounds
of chemotherapy over a 20-week-
period and endured weekly blood
tests and visits with her oncolo-
gist. Her last chemotherapy treat-
ment was August 23rd, and her
portacath was surgically removed
on September 19th. Two days
later, she entered kindergarten
after five weeks of being home-
schooled.

To keep everyone updated as
to Lauren’s progress, Lindsey cre-
ated a Facebook page. There are
pictures of her in the hospital, at
the zoo, wearing costumes and
hospital scrubs, enjoying ice
cream, with long hair, short hair,
no hair, sporting cool hats and
even cooler T-shirts. One boasts
“No Hair. Don’t Care!” Obvious
in all the pictures is that Lauren
has the most dazzling smile, she
is surroun people who love
her, and her brother Hudson is
by her side throughout this jour-

ney.

On September 7th, Lauren’s
scans came back clear. Cancer
Free!

And on December 5th, Lau-
ren’s other wish came true.
Through the Make-a-Wish Foun-
dation, she got to meet Cin-
derella and the other Princesses
at Disney World. Lauren’s wish
was to dine with Cinderella at
Park Fare, in the Grand Floridian
Resort. From December 5th-11th,
Lauren and her family stayed at
Give Kids the World, a resort only
open to Wish families through
the various wish organizations,
including Make-a-Wish. Each
family has a villa and enjoys a
heated pool, a carousel and ar-
cade, a movie theater, a life-size
Candy Land game, and ice cream
all day, every day. Of course there
is a visit from Santa and Mickey
Mouse. During their stay, they
visited the Magic Kingdom, Uni-

versal, Hollywood Studios, Epcot
and Animal Kingdom. They even
attended Mickey’s Very Merry
Christmas Party. Every time Lau-
ren saw Cinderella or the other
Princesses at the Magic Kingdom,
they took time to talk to her, take
photos, and give big hugs.

This little girl certainly de-
served to have her wish come
true. So did her family.

lenge of a devastating
illness teaches us about our-
selves. ~ Courage, patience,
strength, anger, reason, en-
durance, humor, faith, selfless-
ness, selfishness — we bring to
bear qualities we didn’t even
ow we had in ways we had
never anticipated. Lindsey and
her family are grateful for Lau-
ren’s cure, well-aware that not
every family they encountered
had the same outcome. But they
are equally thankful for the new
perspective. “The “stuff” that I
used to stress over, I no longer
worry about. I appreciate the lit-
tle things now, take a little extra
time to read one more book to
my kids each evening, and try to
just appreciate the small rainbow
that comes with every storm. I
have learned that kids are so
much more resilient than we
think, and they definitely under-
stand more than you think they
do. Lauren and Hudson have al-
ways been close, and I think this
experience for both of them, just
strengthened their bond.”

‘The poet writes, “The child is
the father of man.” That is, the
strengths and values that we
demonstrate as adults have been
instilled in us since our child-
hood. Or it means that we learn
from children how to be strong
and resilient. Either way, Lauren
has taught us well.

May all your wishes come true
this Christmas.

Continued from page 1

Dracopoulos on Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center, Future

Continued from page 1

led us to what today is the
SNFCC. A process that started
about 10 years ago, ratified in
Parliament in 2009, selecting
Renzo Piano as the architect,
starting construction in 2012 —
with the joint venture of the Ital-
ian Impregilo and the Greek
Terna doing wonders together,
a true joint venture — and com-
pleting it within time and overall
within budget (main reason for
the budget increasing was our
decision to make changes for the
better throughout the project's
“birth,” the final budget having
surpassed 600 million Euro) in
four years, and delivering it to
the Greek government, as fidu-
ciaries, for the true owners, the
Greek people.

Another important point is
that the end result proved our
naming of it initially/internally
as the “triple” project (the Li-
brary, the Opera, and the Park),
the importance of the Park as a
destination, as a host of so many
daily activities, has been of para-
mount importance to the early
success of the SNFCC, the Park
has been its soul.

TNH: In the long process of
constructing SNECC, there had
to be some unpleasant and some
pleasant experiences. Would you
please discuss the most impor-
tant ones?

AD: Nothing is perfect in life.
We had a few bumps down the
road, but we all recognized that
our common mission was so im-
portant, and we all worked so
hard that there was really no
time to waste fighting over any-
thing. But what stands out in my
memory of this is the amazingly
practical, efficient, productive
collaborations we experienced
throughout the last few years
when we had the government
committee meetings with partic-
ipants ranging from SNF, the
mayor of Kallithea, the leading
representatives of the National
Library and the National Opera
of Greece, and from all the rele-
vant Ministries (Education, Cul-
ture, Finance, etc.), and during
these last eight years dealing
with such representatives from
many different governments,

Ex
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A night view of the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Cen-
ter dressed in lights for the holiday season.

and from different ideological
backgrounds. But everyone be-
lieved! And delivered!

‘TNH: There is the perception
that you have “magical” abilities,
something that nobody else or
very few could have achieved:
to complete such an enormous
and architecturally significant
project, on time and practically
within budget. So, people are
rightfully asking: Will you keep
control of some aspect of
SNFCC?

AD: Thank you for the com-
pliment, but for me it has to do
‘with common sense (I know, not
that common nowadays): hard
work, good collaborations at all
levels, belief in a common and
good cause! If you want to call
that magic, so be it!

We have been very clear from
the beginning of this process, we
have paid fully for this project

ourselves, and we are fully do-
nating it to the Greek people;
we will have no official involve-
ment in running it; we will
though, as we have always
shared publicly, be there to help,
mainly financially, if the govern”
ment, each and every govern-
ment, runs it properly and pro-
fessionally. We would be
assessing the same even if it was
built and donated by someone
else, this is the new house of two
very important pillars of our cul-
ture and civilization, the home
of the Library and the Opera, we
should be doing all we can to
make sure this project succeeds.
It is not because we built it, it is
because of what it means to
Greece and its citizens, maybe
even a spark for a new begin-
ning!

TNH Are you thinking of un-
dertaking another significant

project in Greece or somewhere
else?

AD: We view every grant we
make as the “big” one: we have
treated every single grant with
the same respect and vision, and
more will follow.

‘TNH: What are your thoughts
about the situation in Greece
and in our Greek-American com-
munity?

Dracopoulos: O Theos na
valei to xeri tou! (May God in-
sert His hand!) JFK had said “ask
not what your country can do
for you, ask what you can do for
your country.” It is time — if not
now, then when - to stop pro-
crastinating, for each one of us
to do his or her part, to stop just
blaming others, to work hard.
To change our mentality in so
many ways. Indeed, we need
strong, ethical, and visionary
leaders.

We Are Flatbread ™

FLATB REAI
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12/31/2016 O k. Avdpéag Apakdtmourog 1o «MpéowTTo Tng Xpovidg»

O k. Avdpéag ApakomovAog to «Ilpdowmo tn¢
Xpovidc» 2016

A6 EBvikOG KApUE - 31 AeképBpiog, 2016

S \

O npo6edpog Tou IdpupaTtog Staupog Niapxog, k. Avdpéag ApakonouAog. dwToypagia apyeiou: Eupwkivnon.

H emmAoyr Tou avdpa ) TNG yuvaikag Tou Ba atroteAéoel To «1pdowTro TG XpovIAg» TTou
Tépaoe, OV ATTOTEAEI KAT AVAYKN WIa TOOO €UKOAN UTTOOEOT), OTTWG UTTOPET va @aiveTal.

Ala@opeTikoi avBpwTTol diakpivovTal Katd Tn dIAPKEIQ TOU XPOVOU TTOU KAEIVEI, PE
BIAPOPETIKOUG TPOTTOUG, TTOU UTTEPRAivOuV TIG BIAKPIoEIG OAWV TwV GAAWV o€ éva
OUYKEKPIYEVO TTEDIO DPATEWG, OAAG OXI TTAVTA O€ TOUEIG TTOU OI TTEPICOOTEPOI AVOPWTTOI
TAUTICOUV PE TNV ATTOVOMN MIAG TETOIAG UWNANG TIMAG.

MNa Tapddelypa, £vag TPOUOKPATNG TTou DOAOQPOVEI TOUG TTEPICCOTEPOUS AVOPWITTOUG 1 aKOua
évag d1EUBUVTAG UIOG XPNMATIOTNPIAKNAG ETAIPEIAG TTOU KEPDICEI T TTEPICOOTEPQ

OI0EKATOUPUPIO DOAAPIA, UTTOPEI JEV VA €ival O «KKAAUTEPOI» OTNV KATNYOPIa TOUG O€ £vVa

https:/iwww.ekirikas.com/%cf%80%cf%81%cf%8c%cf%83%cf%89%cf%80%ce % bf-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%82- %ct%87%ct%81%ce%bf%ce%bd%ce%b9%ce...  1/4
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12/31/2016 O k. Avdpéag Apakdtroulog 1o «MpoéowTTo NG Xpovidag»
OUYKEKPIYEVO BIAoTNUA dWOEKA INVWYV, agiouv OUWG TNG aTTOVOUAG TOU TIiTAOU TOU
«MpoowTtrou TNG XpovIAgy;

Ma, akoua Kal HETaEU eKEiVWV TTOU gival G&lol YIag TETOIAG TIWAG, N atrogacn Tng €mMAOYAS
TOU €VOG £VAVTI KATTOIOU AAAOU PEPIKES QOPEG DEV Eival TTAVTA EUKOAN.

AANNG Ox1 PETOG. DETOG N aTTOPaCN TNG €TTIAOYNG Tou «[1poowTTou TG XPOovIAG» €ival EUKOAN.
2TNV QUEPIKAVIKA OKNVH TO TTIPOCWTTO TTOU TTEPICOOTEPO ATTO OTTOIOOATTOTE AAAO TAUTICETAN E
10 2016 €ivail puaikd Tou NTOVaAvT TpapTr.

Tou emmixeIpnUATia TTOU TTOTE OEV UTTHPEE UTTOWAPIOG A KaTeixe dnudoia B€on Kal TTou TTapd
TOUG QOUVABIOTOUG PEXPI TWPA TPOTTOUGS YIA UTTOWRPIO — KOl EKAEYHEVO — TTPOEDPO TNG XWPAG
KAl EVAVTIO 0€ OAEG TIG TIPORAEWEIS TTEPI TOU avTIBETOU, KEPDIOE. Kal TTou, eTTITTAEOV, divel dn
TNV EVTUTIWON OTI N TTpoedpia Tou Ba cival AKpwg evdlapEépouaa, av Oxl KAl ETTAVACTATIKN.
Epeig eipaote EAANVOQuEPIKAVOI.

Q¢ Apepikavoi, Aoitrov, Ba agrijoouue TNV 1Ay Tou TPauTT WS «pocwTTou TNG XPOoVIAG»
oe Méoa Evnuépwong o1twg 10 TTEPIOdIKO « TIME».

Q¢ EAANVEG, OUWG, AVTIMETWTTICOUME Ta TTPAYMATA ATTO MIa GAAN OTTTIKY Ywvia. WYnAagwvTtag
TOV EAANVIKO KOO0, AUTO TTOU KAVEIG avTIKPICel Oev gival euxaplioTo. H aAnBeia gival 611 n
EANGDa BuBiCeTal TTEpIcOOTEPO TNV AON BaBId oIKOVOUIKH Kpion.

H avepyia rapapével Tavw atro 10 20% yevikd kal 50% avaueoa otn veolaia, TTou €XEl
apxioel AdN TNV euyn atmod TNV XWwpa Toug avalnTwvTag Eva KaAuTepo péAAov. H aioBnon Tng
aTTOYyVWOoNG augaveTtal, OTTWGS Kal Ol auTokTovieg. O1 TTPOCPUYEG TTOU £XOUV TTIA EYKATAOTABEI,
KUupiwg oTta vnold, avtidpouv. O MNpdedpog TG Toupkiag aupeiopnTei autd Ta idia Ta BepéAIa -
TIG CUMQWViES TNG AwlAvvng- TTAVw OTa oTToia oTNPiICovVTal O EAANVOTOUPKIKEG OXEOEIG.

Ev Tw petagu, ol EAAnvokuTTpiol aduvapol Kal ol TOUpKOKUTTPIOL, HE aloBnTo TO Bapu XEPI TNG
Toupkiag TTiow TOUg, TTPOXWPEOUV 0€ KATAAUTIKES TTIOaVOV CUVOIAIES yia TO HEANOV TNG

MeyaAovcou.

2T0 KEVTPO OAWV auTwy, oav Jia éacn, egeavicetal 1o 1dpuua Ztaupog NIGpxog Kail o
TTPOEDOPOG TOU K. AvOpEag APAKOTTOUAOG.

https://www.ekirikas.com/%cf%80%cf%81%cf%8c%cf%83%cf%89%cf%80%ce%bf-%cf%84%ce%b7%cf%82-%cf%87%cf%81%ce%bf%ce%bd%ce%b9%ce...  2/4



12/31/2016 O k. Avdpéag ApakdTTouAog To «MPOoWTTO TS XPOovIAc»
Tov Trepacuévo louvio 1o Kévtpo MoAmopou Idpupa Zraupog Nidpxog AvolEe TIG TTUAEG TOU
OTO KOIVO Kal EKTOTE OEKADES XINIAOEG KOOOU TO ETTIOKEPTNKAY, HETAEU TWV OTTOIWV KAl O
TTPOEdPOo¢ MTTapdk OutTdua.

Eva épyo, TTou Bewpeital 4TI €ival TO TTI0 ONPAVTIKO -aTTd KABE AtTown- atrd TNV £1TTOXA TNG
idpuong Tou MapBevwva. Eva €pyo TTou TTepIAapBavel pia véa, TEAeuTaiag TexvoAloyiag EBvikN
BiBAI0Brkn kal Aupikr) Zknvr Kal éva KAatatrAnKTIKO MNdpko.

Agv gival OuwWS puévo 1o €pyo auTd KaB' eauTd TTou gival TOOO onuavTIKO yia TRV EAAGSa.

AuUTO TTOU TTIBAVOV Va gival £Ei00U ONUAVTIKO G’ AUTH TNV XPOVIKH cuyKupia gival OT1 £évag
EANVIKOG OpyavIoPOG, Kal JaAioTa évag EAANvag TG AlIaoTTopdg, apioTEUCE OTNV EKTEAEON
TOU TEPAOTIOU AUTOU £pyou Kal ETTITTAEOV {NTA -av OXI ATTAITEI- APIOTEIA KAl 0T dIAXEIPION Tou,
Ox!I pévo atod TNV KUBEpvnon — Tnv OTTola KUBEpvVNON — aAAG Kal aTrd TOUG «TTPAYUATIKOUG
IBIOKTATEG TOU» — OEG ouVEVTEUEN O€ «E.K.»- TOV EAANVIKO AQO.

AuTO ekTTpOOWTTEN TO £pyo auTd: ApioTeia. Kal auTto gival Tou €xel TOon PeyaAn avaykn
onuepa o EAANVIoUGG. ETTITTAé0V TO €pyo auTd atroTeAEl TNV atmOdEIEN TNG EKTIMNONG TNG
TEPAOTIAC TTPOCPOPAG TG XWPEAS OTNV MOKPEA I0TOPIAC TNG, KAl TOU TI AKOJUQ UTTOPEI va
TTPOCPEPEI KATW ATTO TIG KATAAANAEG CUVONKEG.

Eival yI' autdv 10 AOyo, TNG ETTAVAPOPAG TOU TTVEUUATOG TNG APIOTEIAG OTNV EAANVIKN)
Kolvwvia atro évav EAAnvoauepikavo Kal Tou aloOnuaTog TG UTTEPNPAVEIAG TTOU TTPOCPEPE
oTov atravraxou EAANvIoPO, TTou emmAECaue Tov K. Avdpéa ApakdTTouAo wg 10 «MpdowTTo
NG XPoVvIAG.

YHMEPINH EKAOXH EN®ETA ATAD®OPA X XETIKA ME EMAX EINTKOINQNIA
YYNAPOMH
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TNH ’s Person of the Year, Andreas C.
Dracopoulos, Co-President SNF

By Antonis Diamataris - December 31,2016

08ilibcoc 6i6 dRuesdIGRaTy AdYic O6BSRAA 18 6ii diitdadi 6id Aéiéécoééiy OGIAIEBRId 6i6 Eafiyiadio "Osayiio féUn+io",
Afafiva Araéusisei, oii Edden ani+éovesiia NYdaei DEUIi é4é bif 8aecacob 615 DaiddésociBid "Oeeil xuidééid", Nuideid
160ié8e0, 6¢i Dafadeash 24 EidiBid 2016, 661 IYaadi 141B1i6. (EUROKINISSI/OAOEAIA IDIEANC)

Choosing the man or woman of the year is not always as easy as it might seem. Different people

distinguish themselves over the course of a year in ways that exceed everyone else in particular fields
or endeavors, and not necessary always in what most people usually associate with high achievement
in life. For instance, a terrorist who kills the most people, or even a hedge fund manager who amasses
the most billions of dollars might have been the “best” in that category in a given twelve-month span,

but do such persons deserve the high honor of being Person of the Year?

And, of course, even among those candidates who are worthy of the honor, the decision of selecting

one of them above the rest is sometimes difficult.
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But not this time: this year, we find our choice for Person of the Year to be rather easy.

In the American landscape, the person who will most be identified with 2016 is, of course, Donald
Trump — a businessman who never ran or held any public office until he entered the 2016 presidential
race, and yet despite his unconventional ways went on to win in the face of nearly all predictions to
the contrary. And on top of all that, he is already giving every indication that his presidency will be

nothing short of interesting, if not downright revolutionary.

We are Americans first, yes, but we are also Greek-Americans. As Americans, we leave the president-
elect to be recognized by the likes of Time magazine. In our capacity as Greek-Americans, though, we

look at matters through a different lens.

In that sense, then, looking around the Greek world, what one sees is not pleasant. Indeed, it can only

be described as depressing.

The fact of the matter is that Greece 1s slipping deeper into the already-deep economic crisis. The
suicide rates increase. The unemployment rate stubbornly remains above 20% overall and 50% among
the youth, who have begun the flight away from home for a better future. The sense of desperation
increases, the refugees that have settled on the islands are revolting, and the Turkish president is
questioning the very foundation — the Lausanne agreements — upon which Greco-Turkish relations
rest. Meanwhile, the Greek- and the Turkish-Cypriots are holding talks for a possible solution, that no

matter what will be controversial, to one of the longest-lasting crises in the world.

Amid all this stands a government and a Greek prime minister bent on fighting the battles of bygone
era, ignorant of the ways of the world, ruthless in manipulating public opinion even with money they
can hardly afford — like the Christmas gift Prime Minister Tsipras granted to 1.6 million pensioners,
but was later forced to direct his minister of the economy to write a humiliating letter giving

assurances to Greece’s lenders that it would not happen again.

In the center of all this entered the Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF), and its co-President and
Director Andreas C. Dracopoulos. This past June, the SNF Cultural Center opened its gates, in
Athens, much to the delight of tens of thousands of visitors since, among them heads of state,

including President Obama.

A project that is the most important structural undertaking in Athens since the building of the
Parthenon itself.
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In a recent interview with the Financial Times, Dracopoulos stated: “I remember

there was a dark night in New York when I and several colleagues had some internal questioning:
‘What are we doing? Greece is falling apart and we’re going to build an opera house and a library?’
Then I said we had to build it, this project will bring hope, we can’t let the Greeks down. And let’s do

it all, not cut corners because of the crisis.”

Consequently, a new state-of-the-art National Library and National Opera were completed, as well as

a spectacular public park, which creates an oasis for Athenians.

But it is not only the project itself that is so important. What is perhaps even more important at this
historic juncture is that a Greek organization — in fact, a Hellene abroad — demonstrated excellence in
executing this huge project and in return is asking for excellence in running it not only from the

government — any government — but from the real owners of it, the Greek people.

That is what this grandiose and architecturally amazing project represents: excellence in all aspects

and from all sides. And that is something that Greece sorely needs.

Moreover, it is an excellence that stands apart in its transparency, in its genuine appreciation of what
the country has offered in its long history and in the spirit of what it can still offer under the right

circumstances.
And so, for that reason, for the reintroduction of excellence into the Greek society by a Greek-

American and the sense of pride it generated to the entire Greek world, we chose Andreas C.

Dracopoulos as The National Herald’s Person of the Year.
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